The Whole Earth Reading

Name _______________________________________________ 






Hour _______________
Prior to reading the article please fill out the following.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the Earth?

	Before Reading
	
	After Reading

	Agree
	Don’t Know
	Disagree
	Statement
	Agree
	Don’t Know
	Disagree

	
	
	
	“Earth is whole” means Earth is not missing any major chunks of land.


	
	
	

	
	
	
	It is possible for humans to change Earth’s climate.


	
	
	

	
	
	
	It is possible for humans to change the number and types of plant and animal species found on Earth. 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Someday Earth will no longer have oceans, since all the water will eventually evaporate.


	
	
	

	
	
	
	Someday Earth will no longer have mountains, since they will all eventually break down into sediment. 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Earth’s average temperature is getting hotter over time.


	
	
	

	
	
	
	If humans ever create too much garbage, they can just blast it into space. 


	
	
	

	
	
	
	If a forest disappears, organisms depending on the trees can no longer survive.


	
	
	

	
	
	
	Plants rely just as much on animals as animals rely on plants.


	
	
	

	
	
	
	If it weren’t for the greenhouse effect, Earth’s oceans would freeze. 


	
	
	

	
	
	
	Humans are contributing to the greenhouse effect. 


	
	
	

	
	
	
	Earth’s systems, such as plant, animals, water, rocks, and land do not affect one another.

 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	If one species goes extinct, it is alright because other species will not be affected. 


	
	
	

	
	
	
	Nothing would change on Earth if volcanoes and earthquakes stopped happening.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	My actions, as an individual human being, cannot affect the Earth as a whole.
	
	
	


Answer the following questions together in your group after reading the article: “The Whole Earth”

1. What was the author’s point of view and/or main point? ____________________________________________________________________

2. What does the author mean when he says that the Earth is “whole”? __________________________________________________________

3. List 3 things particular things from the reading that affect each other on Earth.  __________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What does the “matter cycles” principle mean? ___________________________________________________________________________

5. Name three cycles of matter from the article that are very important to life on Earth.
a.___________________________

b. ___________________________     
c. __________________________

6. Where does almost all of Earth’s energy come from? ___________________________

7. Why is an energy balance important to life on Earth? _______________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why are “life webs” important to life on Earth? ___________________________________________________________________________
9. Why are organisms important to matter and energy cycles? __________________________________________________________________
10. How could global warming affect other areas of Earth’s systems? List at least 2 examples. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
