Chapter 7 Worksheet

Home: Our Solar System
Name ___________________________
      Due Date_______

Period______

1. What is an astronomical unit?  Please define. (2 pts)

2. What is a light year?  Please define. (2 pts)

3. Explain Ptolemy’s idea about our solar system.  Include the name of the idea. (2 pts)

4. Explain Copernicus’s idea about our solar system.  Include the name of the idea. (2 pts)

5. What was Galileo’s contribution to our understanding of the Solar System? Give two ideas. (2 pts)

6. What is the difference between a planetary system and the Solar System? (2 pts)

7. Contrast mass and weight. (2 pts)

8. Why are nickel and iron found at our core and the silicates found on the surface? (1pt)

9. Name 3 things that resulted from the collision of Theia. (3 pts)

10. How old is our solar system? (1pt)
11. What is the evidence for age of the solar system? (1pt)

12. What is a half-life and how is it used to determine the age of a rock? (2pts)

13. Where did the water on earth come from? (2pts)
14. Why is Pluto (and others) classified as a dwarf planet?(1pt)
15. How many extra solar planets have been confirmed?  How many more potential candidates are there? (2 pts)
16. What are the 3 main ingredients necessary for life to exist? (3 pts)

17. List the eight planets of our solar system in order. (4 pts)

